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Please and thank you! 
Please consider signing up to help in the class.  The new sign up 
sheets for weekly fruit and to help in class are on the Buttercup 
board! 
 
Thank you CARIE for volunteering to help with the March Gala art 
project. 
 
Dear Parents: 
 
We have been indoors this week.  The students have done SO well – they stayed 
relaxed through the brown out on Tuesday, and really calmed down enough to be 
in class together.  We watched a book on tape from the Scholastic Bookflix website, 
“Martins Big Words”, about Martin Luther King.  We talked frankly about the 
unfairness of the laws (Jim Crow) that prevented children from being friends with 
one another because of the color of their skin!  He was a hero for changing the 
laws. 
 

 If you have any personal heroes who have contributed to a community, whom 
you’d like to share with us please let me know. 
 
For our consideration of Community, we have been looking at the different 
communities we are part of.  We have started to learn the Willow Creek Pledge, 

 

 Important Dates: 
        

 January 27                                                        FIELD TRIP to see ALADDIN 
 February 17                                                       COMMUNI-TEA 
March 12                      WCA Gala, “ship to shore”*** 
 



which is written out for you at the end of this letter. 
 
Art:  BLIND COUNTOUR DRAWINGS – This is a drawing of the outline of an object, 
done without looking. This exercise helps students practice the idea that in order to 
draw what we see, we must ‘look, draw, look’. 
 
We read a book called “Seven Blind Mice”, about a group of mice who are blind, 
and encounter an elephant, and each taking turns, they guess what the elephant 
might be by touching a part of it. Finally, one mouse travels the contour of the 
elephant, thus determining what it is. We drew oranges, blocks and water bottles, 
all of which have contours that are easy to follow… 
 

Math, Unit 4:   For this unit we will be looking at combinations to 5, measuring and 
”SUBUTIZING”.  This last word is practicing looking at patterns that make up 5 or 10 
(think dice, dominoes and ten frames), and memorizing the appearance of those 
groups, so when we add, we don’t always need to start at one. In order to increase 
efficiency, we like them to start at the higher number when adding. Counting on 
from a given number is an early strategy to help children as they try to 
make sense of operations. (Got it?) 
 

Science: This week seemed like a great week to start a unit on the senses! We have 
smelled, this week, but discussed how all the sense work together to keep us safe! 
 
Language Arts: As part of a deeper exploration of our 5 senses, we read, 
“Ferdinand the Bull”, and talked about his sense of smell, reviewed the elements of 
the story, the events that took place that were caused by any of the 5 senses. We 
are guess spelling words, and starting to memorize sight words. 
 
Thank you for letting us teach your children! Many blessings this New Year. 
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This day has been given to me, fresh and clear.  

 I promise myself that I shall use this day to the fullest, 
 realizing that it can never come back again.  

 I have the power to decide what I will be. 
I make myself what I am. 

 
Willow Creek Pledge, from Marva Collins	


